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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting – March 25, 2020 
Town Hall, 620 Old Homestead Highway and remotely using Zoom. 

Swanzey, NH 
 
ZOOM MEETING during Health Emergency 
Town Administrator Michael Branley hosted a ZOOM online conference call at 2:00 pm at Town Hall due 
to the public health emergency.  Present were Selectmen W. William Hutwelker, Sylvester Karasinski 
and Kenneth P. Colby, Jr. Also present was Town Administrator Michael Branley and Recording Secretary 
Beverly Bernard.  
 
OTHERS PRESENT 
Conservation Commission Chair Wally Smith, Health Officer Pam Fortner, Administrative Assistant Jenna 
Fraunfelder, Code Enforcement Officer Mike Jasmin, and Recycling Center Manager Josh Whipple 
 
COVID -19 UPDATE 
Fortner said New Hampshire Governor Sununu is not moving ahead with a “shelter-in-place” order at 
this time. She noted there are 42 first responders currently under quarantine. She said the State is 
making an effort to deliver critical services where necessary. She noted that another New Hampshire 
town which is considering creating an acute care facility wanted to know who will pay the bills for this. 
Fortner said towns are looking for a confirmation from the state as to how the bills will be covered.  She 
added that at the end of this week there will be a law enforcement call to discuss quarantine 
enforcement.   
 
Branley said there are now 108 cases of the virus state-wide. He noted that Governor Sununu is 
soliciting volunteers from retired doctors and nurses.  Branley spoke about staffing issues. He noted that 
State and Federal actions regarding paid time off need to be clarified. He added that Human Services 
and Resources Coordinator Edna Coates has put together a draft policy which should be ready for 
review within 24 hours. Branley said Fire Department and Police Department are quiet. He also said that 
he is working with Director of Planning and Economic Development Matthew Bachler to get Town 
committees and commissions and Boards working on Zoom. He noted a mock Planning Board meeting is 
planned.  Potential use of the Carpenter Home could be for homeless or other vulnerable populations in 
the area should they need to be isolated. Branley added that the National Guard might be around and 
could be using Keene State College as a surge facility.  
 
Smith asked about the agenda for the evening meeting. He asked whether a meeting would not be held 
if the public could not join the meeting. Branley said some way to contact people applies only if the 
meeting is going to be entirely remote. If there is a physical location where the public can participate 
then there would be no need to shut down a meeting should a member of the public not be able to call 
in to the meeting. Smith suggested sending out something to explain Zoom to the public. Branley said 
they are planning to do that and Administrative Assistant Jenna Fraunfelder has already put some things 
together for the public.  
 
Colby asked about the Fire Department and Branley said all is well with the department. He said they 
dealt with a tree down over night but now it is quiet.  Hutwelker asked about the time for the law 
enforcement call on Friday.  Fortner said it hasn’t been announced yet but possibly at noon.  Colby 
asked if Zoom costs the Town money and Branley said it costs $15 per month, for up to 100 persons on 
the call.  
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Hutwelker asked if these calls are being noticed on the website and Branley said yes, one week at a 
time. 
 
Meeting over at 2:20 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

 
 
Beverly Bernard, Recording Secretary     
Approved on April 8, 2020  
 


